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So you are interested in Australian badges and Royal Australian Armoured 
Corps (RAAC) badges in particular? Well, here's a bit of information on 
collecting RAAC badges. 
  
The Royal Australian Armoured Corps (RAAC) is the grouping of Regular 
Army and Army Reserve regiments equipped with armoured vehicles in the 
Australian Army. The corps was formed in 1941 as the Australian Armoured 
Corps, before being given the Royal prefix in 1948 and is the senior arms 
corps within the Australian Army. 
  
Prior to the war, most of Australia's army was comprised of militia (ie 
reservist) units with a small cadre of permanent soldiers (Australian 
Instructional Corps). When the modern Royal Australian Armoured Corps 
came into being in 1948, the newly raised 1st Armoured Regiment was the 
only permanent RAAC Regiment with the remainder being Citizen Military 
Force (CMF ie reserve) units. 
  
In terms of collecting Australian badges, Jeff Cossum in his Australian Military 
Badge books has grouped Australian badges into the following categories 
roughly based on the organisation of the Australian Army during those times. 
  
1900 to 12 
1912 to 18 
1930 to 42 
1948 to 53 
1953 to 60 (1953 was the introduction of the Queen's Crown on badges) 
1960 to 85 (he wrote his books around 1985). 
  
All badges worn from 1948 to 1960 were generally lugged and made in white 
metal/nickel. Some continued to be worn into the 1970s and even the 1980s!  
 
Between 1948 and 1953 they had the Imperial Crown (aka King's Crown - 
abbreviated in this article as KC). Post 1953 all the badges with crowns had 
the St Edward crown (aka Queen's Crown - abbreviated in this article as QC).  
  
Post 1960, most of the RAAC badges (there are some exceptions!) were 
made from a lighter chrome metal (in some cases were also nickel plated) 
and had pins on the back rather than lugs. 
  
There were no officially made RAAC badges with sliders. 
  
Battledress was the dress of the day during the 1940s to 1960s and continued 
to be worn into the 1990s by some parts of the army (mostly in (southern) non 
tropical areas). Each corps and regiment had its own cloth shoulder title that 
was worn on each shoulder with the RAAC's title being red lettering on a 
yellow background. Between 1948 and 1960, each cloth title was bordered 
with non bordered cloth titles being worn post 1960 up to the time battledress 
ceased to be worn in the early 1990s. Battledress was generally never worn in 
tropical climates (ie Townsville, Darwin). 
 



 

 
  
A Formation patch was also worn on the sleeves beneath the shoulder title 
during the 1950s. 
  
The 1960s also saw the introduction of the polyester uniform on which the 
shoulder titles worn were small metal ones with 2 pins. All the metal titles are 
chrome. 
  
This article is only going to refer to the post 1948 period and I will make 
comments about the regiments in existence during that time period and what 
badges they wore and any other points of interest. You may also have noticed 
that all the Royal Australian Armoured Corps badges post 1948 are made in a 
white metal (nickel) or chrome. 
  
There is a misconception too that the Royal Australian Armoured Corps 
adopted the tradition of wearing white metal regimental badges from the 
British Army. In fact this is a purely Australian custom. There is no tradition of 
white metal badges for armoured units in the British Army. The badges of both 
the Royal Tank Regiment and the Royal Armoured Corps are white metal but 
the badges of the Household Cavalry are brass and most of the British 
armoured cavalry regiments badges are a mixture of brass and white metal 
(Queenôs Own Hussars and the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards to name two). 
On the other hand there are a good number of British Infantry regiments that 
wear white metal badges; the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, the Gurkha 
regiments, and the Parachute Regiment are a few examples. 



  
It was Brigadier McArthur-Onslow, Commander of the 4th Australian 
Armoured Brigade in 1944, who suggested the white metal badge, the aim 
being to give the Corps a distinctive badge and one in line with the British 
Royal Armoured Corps badge.  
 
The RAAC also used chrome/silver rather than brass for their other insignia 
such as buttons and belt fittings. 
 
(Source: Customs and Traditions of the ADF) 
  
For this article, I will list all the Royal Australian Armoured Corps regiments 
that existed from 1948 to today and will briefly discuss them and their badges. 
  
In relation to the badges themselves, prior to 1993/94 they were worn on a 
black beret and after 1993/94 also on a slouch hat. Collar badges were 
generally issued only to officers, senior NCOs and band members and can be 
harder to find than hat badges as a result. Collar badges are worn on mess 
dress (as lapel badges) and with service dress. They were also worn on 
Patrol Blues uniforms when they were worn within the Australian Army. 
  
Many of the regiments wore a tuft of emu plumes behind their beret badges 
though this practice appears to have stopped when most units adopted the 
slouch hat with full plumes. 
 

 
 



 

Royal Australian Armoured Corps - Current 
Regiments: 

 
 

Royal Australian Armoured Corps ï Corps Badges 
 

 
 

  

  
 

  
The current Corps was formed in 1948 and to this date the hat badge 
designed has not changed with the exception of the change in crowns in 
1953. 
 
The corps badge comes in a hat badge with opposing collar badges (smaller 
version of the hat badge). 
  
1948 to 53 - white metal with lugs (King's Crown) 
1953 to 60 - white metal with lugs (Queen's Crown) 
Post 1960 - chrome with pin backs. 
  
The RAAC badge is worn by all RAAC soldiers posted to non corps postings 
or posted to the School of Armour at Puckapunyal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Battledress Flash ï 1948 to 1960 

 

 
 

Battledress Flash ï 1960 to 1990s 
 

 
 

Metal title: RAAC 
 

 
  



Royal Australian Armoured Corps ï Formation/Command Patches ï 1950s 
 

The 1st Armoured Brigade was a New South Wales based Citizen Military 
Forces (CMF) formation, originally comprising the 1st Royal New South Wales 
Lancers, 6th New South Wales Mounted Rifles and 12th/16th Hunter River 
Lancers. The Brigade existed during the 1950s. Their formation sign was 
based upon that used by 4th Armoured Brigade during the Second World 
War. 
 

  
 

 
 

Example of the RAAC insignia during the 1950s ï Uniform of the Commander 
of the 1st Armoured Brigade. 
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The 2nd Armoured Brigade was a Victorian based Citizen Military Forces 
(CMF) formation, originally comprising 4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse 
Regiment, and 8th/13th Victorian Mounted Rifles. The Brigade existed during 
the 1950s. Their formation sign was based upon that used by 1st Australian 
Armoured Division during the Second World War. 
 

 



Regular Army 
  

1st Armoured Regiment ï Armoured 
 

 
 

  
 

  
The regiment was formed as the Australian 1st Armoured Car Squadron in 
1946, following which it served as part of the occupation force in Japan 
following the Second World War. After the unit's return two years later, it was 
expanded to a full regiment and renamed as the 1st Armoured Regiment, to 
be equipped with the Centurion Main Battle Tank. This is the only regiment 
currently equipped with tanks (currently the Abrams MBT) and is the senior 
regiment of the Royal Australian Armoured Corps. 
  
The 1st Armoured Regiment badge has a hat badge with opposing collar 
badges only from 1953 (smaller version of the hat badge). 
 
Between 1948 and 1953 the hat badge was the corps badge but they had 
their own opposing collar badge (KC). 
  
These collar badges are now very hard to find. 
  
1948 to 53 - white metal with lugs (King's Crown) 
1953 to 60 - white metal with lugs (Queen's Crown) 
Post 1960 - chrome with pin backs. 
  
  



Battledress Flash ï 1948 to 1960 
 

 
 

Battledress Flash ï 1960 to 1990s 
 

 
 

Metal title: 1AR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Current issue collar badges: 
 


